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Proceeding sof the Government of His Highness 
the Alaharaja of Travancore. 
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Read: — 

The Administration Report of the government Museum for the year 
1114 M. E. (1938-39 A. D.) forwarded by the Officer in charge of the insti¬ 
tution with his letter, dated the 15th January 1940. 

Order D. Dis. No. 715 op 40 Edn., dated Trivandrum, 

6Tn June 1940. 

RECORDED. 

2. The number of visitors to the Museum during the year under roport 
was 3,30,998 as against 4,66,365 The Museum was honoured by a visit 
from Their Highnesses the Maharaja and Maharani of Bikaner. 

3. During the year, the Museum was enriched by a number of important 
additions by way of loans and permanent acquisitions. These include 
articles of Ivory, kuftgari, silver and other art-crafts, besides plaster facsi¬ 
miles of eight stone images belonging to the 18th Century A. D. such as 
Kanakabhisheka Krishna, Siva and Parvathi, Subramonya etc , carved on 
the granite pillars of the Sri Padmanabhaswaml Temple. A new section of 
plaster casts has been started to represent the best specimens of sculptures 
and carvings typical of the ancient temples of tho State. Other notable 
additions include a bronze image of Nataraja of exquisite workmanship, an 
Image of a Goddess kindly loaned to the Museum for exhibition by Sachi- 
vothama Sir C. lP. Ramaswami Alyar,' an old*sword and fragments of an 
urn unearthed from the Nanthancode Palace, Trivandrum, and a portrait of 
the lato SirT. Madhava Rao, a former Dewan of Travancore. Suitable 
additions were also made to the collections In the Museum Annexe where 
the objects of far eastern arts and crafts are housed. 

(By order) 

M. K. N1LAKANTA AlYAR, 
Chief Serretary to Government. 

To tho Officer in charge of Museums. 

Dr. J H. Cousins, Art Adviser to Government, 
the Superintendent, Government Press, 
the Central Printing Office, 
tho Legislative Section, 
the Press Room. 

the Accountant-General. py 4 /» <7 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

OF THE 

GOVERNMENT MUSEUMS 

FOR TUB VEAR 11 M M. E. 


Qentnt. 

Shortly before the close of the year under report. Dr, J, 
H. Cousins was appointed Art Advisor to Government, to 
supervise Government Museums and Picture Galleries ; and 
Mr. R. V, Poduvul was appointed Officer in Charge of the 
Museum, from .Tidy 1,1930. 

Visitors. 

The number. of visitors to the Museum during the year 
was 3,30,998. This number, though large, is under that of the 
previous year, 460,365. The year covered a period of un¬ 
certainty which happily appears to have passed, as the figures 
for^ the present year, if maintained, promise an increase 
which may possibly roach the figure of the previous year. 
The total number of Women visitors on Wednesdays, tho 
special day eel apart for them, was 13,283. Among the distin¬ 
guished visitors special mention may bo made of His Highness 
tho Maharaja of Bikaner who deeply appreciated tho remark¬ 
able collection of heads and horns in the mammal galler}*. 
Her Highness tho Maharani Sahiba and other members of 
the Royal party from Bikaner also visited the institution. 
There were, in addition, the usual visits of School Students 
and Boy Scouts from different parts of the State and from 
outside. 

Rearrangement. 

Muny of the exhibits in tho M useum were overhauled and 
rearranged in connection with the visit of Their Excellencies 
the Crown Representative and Lady Linlithgow, All tlio 
show -cases were scraped and varnished. The floor space and 
background of the cases in the central hall were covered 
over with red cloth with n view to exhibit in bettor perapec- 
‘ tive the mo tub ware and other specimens of craftsmanship 
indigenous bo Travancoro. Among other changes, special 
mention may be made of iho model of the Xair Rouse and its 
component out-house* with their massive show-case which 
had remained in the central hall for a number of years. This 
was removed to the eastern hall in the mammal gallery, its 
space being allotted to the M mi tan am or tomplo porch where 
& plaster cast of Ananias ay Qua has been exhibited. The 

"h p. T. U‘01 30G. 84-HMU6 
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panel of Gajalakahmi am] other wooden images from the 
KnlatlmpnzM temple had Uen resting on the iloor against 

thc ftall H wa« deemed advipablo to get them raised a few 

itot both ior the safety of the Carving and for their hotter 
™ w * Toak-wood immes of suitable dimensions wore there- 

wUh ““ **«*“*“■ 

Acquisitions. 

A number of important additions were made to the eel- 

] S?Sh* 10 thfl A f M n Se T hy w i *- 7 lom * *od permanent 
aeqmsitiono. Of the former, forty-eight ar tides of ivory 

knftgari, sil ver and other arterafts, all of them exhibited m 
a sepurnte show-case and two octagonal tables richly carved 
andnilaid with ivory r loaned to feLio Museum for tUo "duratiioFi 

f.fv? 1 ' T by t,he Superintendent of the School of Arts 
rrivaudrnin, deserve special mention. “ fl * 

Plaster facsimiles of eight atone images belonging to the 

ISa PtSSPt^ ^ P*' BLiel1 as Kanaka bhiskeku Krishna, Siva 
JJ^.^aH'^b ^^amanyaetc., carved on the granite pillars 
01 the Sri adnmnabha aw aim Temple were male in the year 
jmd suitably elJubited in the centra! hull. Steps i"re also 
tskeu tor the immediate addition to this section hy replicas 

Ai^r £&£•» 

K '»afZ,lrj““o'p»re a'XttM 

Thedas L ^F Jh^T™ Rive V thre * of Tr^andrnm 

U ° R* nels wore completed by the rnd of 

Ss S2S3T 

Wof«?r s un '‘ 

were °‘. hsr DOt “ Ue • ddititl " *• til* Muaotm. daring the year 

* ‘W*Sfiy^“HSns£ 

ISa, ■“ ">■. dries’ 

tii) An image of a Goddess kindly loaufiA tr. *i 

c.TZn^^j^r by s 

** *"«# “ T r 

tained from the Dewan. 6 ’ Tri 7 an dnm, ob- 
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(iv) An admirable portrait of the late Sir T. Madkava 
Rao, & former Dfcwiin of Travanoorc, done in low 
relief in ivory and mounted on a carved ebony 
base, valuable to the Museum as a piece of Tru- 
vancore craftsmanship and a historical relic, and 
two small figures of men in ivory, presented to the 
Museum by Srimathi Ilanisu Bai, grand daughter 
of the late Sir T. Madhava Rao. 

(v) Two gold coins (fenams) of Tmvuncore oi' the 18th 

an(l 19th centuries and two silver coins, one a 
Ma rath a Rupee of the Panhala Mint type and tho 
other of the time of Aurangazob, received gratia 
from the Honorary Secretary, Bombay Branch of 
the Royal Asiatic Society. 

(vi) Two gold ornaments of artistic and archaeological 

interest, taken as ownerless by the Police Depart¬ 
ment and sent to the Museum by the Trivandrum 
District Magistrate. 

(vii) A collection of bronzos consisting of images, lamps 
and other domestic utensil® acquired by purchase. 

fviii) Two bison heads and four ibex heads presented by 
Mrs, Richardson of feerroade. 

(ix) A black buck skin obtained from the Forest Depart¬ 
ment. 

Disposals. 

A Museum of antiquities was started under tho auspices 
of the Department of Archaeology at Pad man ah hap mam and 
Government ordered that all specimens of historical and 
archaeological interest preserved in tho Uoverniuaiifc Museum 
be transferred there. Accordingly, in addition to the stone 
sculptures and inscriptions already handed over to the Deport¬ 
ment of Archaeology during ihc last year, ancient tools and 
weapons, copper pfates, coins, archaeological charts and 
maps wore removed from the Museum during the current 
yoQr, 

The rifles, machine guns and helmets,-trophies of tho 
last Great. War- presented to tho'Museuvn and exhibited on 
Ihe balconies of the institution were made ovor to the Com¬ 
mandant, of the State Forces as directed by Government. 

Far Castem Arts and Crafts. 

The Mngjtfiia'of Far Eastern Arts and Grafts f housed in 
what is known as the Museum Annexe* the former Library 
ITalL continued lo attract visitors. A sot of dance mask a 
from Ceylon* a few morn painting* by peasants and Usher, 
folk of Bali and photogmphs illustrative of Bftlinoae dance 
and religious ceremonies were added to this section* 
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Natural History. 

Tho idea of replacing thorn stuffed specimens which have 
lost their freshness aiul colour due to natural causes, and 
referred to in previous reports could not yet be accomplished 
tor warn of funds. A few additions were made in the form 
of some tii am rani heads, arthropods and insects. The Museum 
8s,u.tt however were arduous in their attention throughout, 
the year to the preservation of the existing collection and 
the prevention, as far as possible, from further deterioration 
ot those mammal specimens which have not been for some 
years in good condition. 

Tho skeletal parts of the dolphin, a oust of which was 
made during tho previous year, were articulated to bo act up 
along with tho cast. Skeleton of the Fin whale obtained 
ironi PuJInvia bench was carefully cleaned, bleached and 
stored away for want of space in the exhibition galleries, It 
is however avmJaldo lor examination and study to all those 
interested m biological invoaligatioiis, 

TIlo classified series of about 200 specimens of fishes 
preserved m spirits were examined as to their condition „f 
preservation and necessary modiDcationa were made to the 
preservatives I he herbal and the reserve collection of bird 
skins received curative treatment. 

The biological materials available for study were made 
. ii " " l hv •Mud ants of iln? I'uivofsiiy. ftetplvas also given 
m tho preparation of the chapters on local fauna and flora for 
tho Travuncore State Manual, 

Library. 

The Museum Libray was throughout the year housed on 
the verandahs of the Sri Chi tm lay am since the room at the 
eastern ond of the Museum Annexe continued to he used as 
theuiiiee of the Uovoraracnt Cardens. 

All the series ot periodical publications received free 
fmm the United States National Museums and the Smith¬ 
sonian Institution , W ashing ton, were catalogued and sent to 
the Government Press for being bound. A bibliography of 
ornithological literature available in tho Museum Libra[4 is 
in course of preparation. ' J 

Educational Activities. 


The eaetomary educational service of the institution was 
continued throughout the year. School parties were conduc¬ 
ted round, and muuy hundreds of enquiries from J™ 

rteponded to by the staff. The most nnportaut of the Musnnm 
activities m the dissemination of knowledge was the \ t 
m aJo during lh e yen, t„ get tlw Sohoolteafhera lTthn R^ 
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more museum minded, that is, more interested and enlighten¬ 
ed aa to the educational facilities afforded by the collections 
in the institution. Special invitations and admission cards 
were sent to the student-teachers and stall' of the Training 
College to visit the Museum in batches on Saturdays. Every 
Saturday forenoon during the summer months prior to the 
midsummer holidays was sot apart for this work and the 
Officer in charge and the Curators took them round explain¬ 
ing to them the significance of various exhibits. 

Conclusion, 

For over throe quarters of a cen tury the Government 
Museum, Trivandrum, has played a large part in the cultural 
life of the people. Originally designed as a general Museum 
of art-crafts, natural history and anthropology, the increase 
in its exhibits has outgrown its accommodation. This, and 
the approaching development of Zoological study in the Uni¬ 
versity of Tmvancore, has caused Government to decide, 
shortly after the period covered by this report, to concentrato 
on art-crafts, principally of Travancoro, but with examples 
from elsewhere m India arid Asia. Plans for f his transfor¬ 
mation are now being worked up. 


R. Vasttdeva Poouval, 
Officer in charge. 
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APPENDIX I. 

Statement of Iteceipts ad Expenditure during U 14 . 


0 


Receipts 


■ ft I 

Ks. 

53 

Expenditure 

Salaries 


■ ■ | 

155 

Establishment 


* ■ ■ 

3,267 

Allowances 



38 

Conti ugencies 

m 

- imth 

i ft i 

2.330 


Total 

ft ft 

5,340 


0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 
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APPENDIX 1L 

List of Holidays far the Museum during the year 
1114 M. E, 

1 - All Mondays. 

2. Birthday of flia Highness the Maharaja* 

3. Birthday of Ilis Majesty the King Emperor. 

4. New Year day. 

5. Empire day. 

0. Temple Entry Proclamation day. ‘ 

7 , Thiru Onam day. 
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APPENDIX ID, 

1 - 

Addition* and Disposal* during 1114 M w h\ 


1. Addition^ 

1. Red uniforms of tho Triivancom 

State Forces—2 pairs. 

2. Bieon heads 2, Ibea facade 4. 

d, Bronze plates 1, 

4» Ivory ul&iua of Bit- T Mudh&va 
Rag* 

5, Miniature ivory medals of men 2 

6 , Ekip of Black buck, 

7- A 1 collection of artcraf ts i n ivory, 
silver und ebony* 

8, Carved round tablea—2. 

9, Pl*fltor casts of mmlpturos from 

Vbn Sri PadniAiuiblui£wami Tem¬ 
ple—a. 

10. Planter oaat of an Image of 

A nantbiysay ima m 

11. lire nse i nmge of Danciug 6 i v a, 

12. Gold wriit riug. 

I8 + A collection. of 0 bronze Evrtic 

consisting of lamp?, images, 
jewel box and temple flag, 

14, Silver corn of tho time of Auningu- 

sseb. 

15. Gold fenams (Travattoore)— 2. 

Lb. Mam Lha rupee (a i I ve r), 

17. Prawn* 

18, Old eword and bit of an earthem 

pot showing chain patterned rim, 

2, Disposal* * 

1, Capper plates* 

2. Ancient tool# and weapons* 

8 . Framed charts showing tables of 
scrip t*. 

4. C harts ahow mg vattainth u sit i pt* 
in ditTcreiii periods. 

5* Archaeological iimp of TriiVAncore. 
d. Corns - number 111, 

7, Guns—fin. 85. 

8, Bey one U§ 55, 

9, Mar hi no gnus 4. 

10, Helmets—8. 


ffb« 

Preeentud by the Commandant of 
tho Slate ForeesL 

Presented by Mrs. Richard kod^ Peer- 
made, 

Pure bused, 

Presented Viy Siy. Hamea Bal. 

Do. 

From the Forest Dep Eurlmcnt* 

On loan from the School of Ark* 

Bo, 

Purchased from the Echno] of Arti. 


Do. 

Purchased. 

From the District Magistrate^ Tri- 
vaudrum. 

Purchased, 


Presented by tbo Hon. Secratary,, 
Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, 

Do* 

Do. 

Purchased, 

Preaeoted by the Bew:m, 


lYaualeriod to the PAdm&nabha- 
puram Museum. 

Do, 

Du, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Transform! to She Oflico of the 
Commandant, State Forces. 

Do. 

Dn* 

Do fe 
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APPENDIX IV. 

Additions to the Museum Library during 11 IS M. E. 

1. Books. 


By Purchase. 

1. The Science of Life by H. G. Wells. 

2. Tools and the Man by Wright W. B. 

3. The Identification of Indian Butterflies by W. H. Evans. 

4. Popular Hand Book of Indian Birds by Hugh Whistler. 

5. Local Museums, Notes on their building and conduct by 
H. A. Kennedy. 

o. Report on the Museums and Art Galleries of the British 
Isles by S. F. Markham. 

\ i 

II. Periodicals. 

By Subscription. 

1. Nature - August 1938 to August 1939. 

2. Science Do. 

3. Current Science Do. 

4. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. 

5. The Museums Journal. 

—— - 
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Proceedings of the Govern merit of His High ties 
the Maharaja of Travancore. 


— 


Kc*H : 


Tho AdmitiiHtnijon Koport of the GoTOPnment Ujmtmi lot tfoo jetii 
U W M* E* (.A* D* forwarded by the OfliccrE in charge O* the lnm}* 

tutJou writi hip letter Nn. 6ti6 4S), dated 30-11-Iftftp. 

Order U, Dis. So, 107 □/ Kdn. f tlefod Tmindrum, §|fcL February 

1041* 

Rgcoantij, 

it lb* number of vlwiI o«h tn inn MUaeam during the year under »purt 
ifh& 9,0^414 agnmet #,iiU,9u& m tto itreviouc yeesr. The number* oi the 

Itoyei family, tupeeielly Hu* JL^Jain^ Prince® KafUaike linruuui iriiQ Her 

WtfXM*'* Lula It aun Hie Highnse* Ppmce Aviitem Thiruimi, visited tJu 

iufitttuuon on u number ol qgcAqJohs. ibe Jltafitgiiun nos ni#t> TiflUfld by 
13ifehn*&iti& tut J] hij:Lr»j Kuna mjd i/huljiur. 

*- l^TitgUie year LudBi report, bwldta the routine work of cleaning 
^tid n s> n align g Llu> L'Gjb'fMitnie in ihe Various J-M^iurUfjeufr, the wort of 
cngBia^ation i^rmne^fuent of tbv re^me coll action in &hE various hbp- 
tioUH was caEiieu out- with a mwto e flora L-citor facilities to ^ludanta mid 
research workers* The Museum wa? enriched by a number of edditfona^ 
Particular attention wss beetle d on the stifling op ol the skeleton u£ a 
dolphin Ibe skin said skeleton of the crocodile of vhe Uovtr&iunt Gardena 
which uifcQj more eddod to the Mu^um c"l lection, Notable addition In 
Ibe ArcbMolofij Section were an old ePeur bend and a picoe of putter un- 
oarlhed fioizi a private cuuipmiKl In ^aiithencod* end another jjieoa oj 
pottery got from underneath a ii. eulii p i.inr tho Forlyer jLake* These wei^ 
graciously p refuted by Her IlighnfcB* die Mahmud to the flusHum, A 
bountiful cflskot of lOue-wOOdv ivory !md gold pEe Routed to the 1 .towan by the 
Syrian Christian punisn unity wiu+ pent to tlie Museum for exhibition oh an 
example of the Hiiperh of TVs??wnra workmen es also a good 
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specimen of a bronze statuary. Plaster models of Kulasekhara Alwar, 
Cheraman Perumal and Sundaramurti were prepared and set up on suitable 
pedestals. An old bronze hanging lamp with an image of Ganapatbi in the 
centre was presented by the Devaswom Department and added on to the 
collections in the Museum. 

(By order) 

M. K. Niukanta Aiyab, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

To the Officer in charge of Museums. 

„ Dr. J. H. Cousins, 

,, the Superintendent of the Government Press. 

„ the Central Printing Office. 

,, the Legislative Section. 

,, the Press Room. 

,, the Accountant-General. 


.j 






From 


To 


Sir, 


Government Museum, 
Trivandrum, llth November 1940. 

The Officer in charge of Museums, 

Trivandrum. 

The Chief Secretary to Government, 

Trivandrum. 


I have the honour to forward herewith the Administration Report 
of the Government Museum, Trivandriftn for the year ending the 31st 
Karkatakam 1115 M. E. 


Introductory. 

The Trivandrum Museum has just passed one more mile stone in its 
march of progress maintaining its tradition of efficiency in use ( ul public 
service. This has been mainly due to the whole hearted co-operation 
and enthusiasm of the staff, particularly the Curator and the Museum 
Assistant. Interesting additions were made in the year to the collec¬ 
tions of the various departments in the institution, the most important of 
which have been suitably displayed. Educational facilities were as 
usual afforded to a large number of students from schools and colleges 
from within and outside the State, and they were taken round the insti¬ 
tution by the Curator and the Museum Assistant whose talks on various 
branches of museology and exhibits were much appreciated by them. 
The members of the Royal family and the Dawan took special interest 
in the activities of the Museum, and enriched it by gracious gifts from 
time to time. A fine collection of Roerich’s paintings was exhibited in 
the Museum Annexe as a feature of the Birthday celebrations of His 
Highness the Maharaja. The success and popularity of this exhibitio n 
were largely due to the efforis of Dr J. H. Cousins, the Art Adv.ser to 

Government. 

General. 

Dr. J.'H..Cousins continued to be the Art Adviser to Government 
and I as Officer in charge of Museums. 
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Visitors;* 

The number of visitors io the Museum in the year was 3$9 r 4l4 
as agains:i3j>0,99fi in the previous year showing thereby an increase 
wbieij is an indication of the growing popularity of the institution. The 
members of the Royal family, espe:ially Her Highness Princess Kafihika 
fhiruna] with Her Highness's infant son His Highness Prince 
Avittam Thirunal, visited the institution on a number o| occasions. 
The Dewau also was good enough to inspect the Museum three times 
in the year. Their Highnesses the Maharana and Maharani of Dholpur 
went through the collections ol the institution with great interest during 
their visit to Travancore in connection with the unveiling of the statue 
of His Highness the Maharaja, Parties of school children and scouts 
also visited the Museum during the year as usual. 

Building, 

Thank* are due to the authorities of the P, W . D. who bestowed 
great care on the annual maintenance work of the Museum building 
which is one of the most beautiful in the State, Dr. Kamcsam, the 
Director of Development, was revested to make a detailed exanjina 
tion of the conditions of the large beams, rafters, ornamental bracket, 
and other wood work that form part of the structure, and h*s reported 
that they are in perfect condition. The e|cctri6cation of the building 
was also carried out during the year. I Jigh voltage lamp* with special 
disc shades showing the Travanenre coat at arms have been provided. 
In the Museum Annexe, where art treasures from Ja v a and Bali are 
exhibited, a partition was put across the archway separating the ha 11 
from the bay at the back so as to convert it in'o a room for housing the 

Chinese and Japanese pa nting* which have bcei transferred Ifora the 
Sri Chi tra tay a tit. 

Natural History, 

Besides the routine work of cleaning and rearranging the collection* 
in the various departments, particular attention was bestowed on the 
setting up of the skeleton of a newly acquired dolphin, a model of which 
was already on disp'ny. Further, the work of cleaning, bleaching and 
rewtring all the skeletal exfybiu in the museum was taken up and com¬ 
plied. Another important work which received attention was the 
organisation and arrangement of lbs reierve collection in the various 
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sections, with a view to accessibility to students and research workers 
and better caretaking. The Mam ml, Bird, Reptiles, Fish, Insects. 
Geology and Metalware sections were thus cleaned, rearranged and 
listed. This was a laborious task, and took several months to finish. 
Though it was not possible to go out on collection tours, a collection of 
flowering plants from the neighbourhood of Trivandrum was made and 
added to the Museum Herbarium. Towards the end of the year, a 
crocodile (Crocodilus palustris) that belonged to the Zoological Gardens 
died and was passed on to the Museum. Its skin and skeleton were 

added to the museum collection. T wo small stones were recovered from 
its stomach. This fact is interesting as crocodiles are supposed to 
swallow stones to aid the digestion as birds take grains of sand to 
help theirs. Another noteworthy incident is the death of the famous 
elephant ‘Chandrasekharan’ of the Royal Stables, described by Capt. 
S. S. Flower, Director of the Egyptian Government Zoological Service, 
who visited India in 1913 on a Zoological mission as ‘the tallest male 
elephant that I actually saw measured in India’. The Museum 

Taxidermist was deputed to assist in the preparation of the skin. The 
animal stood I Oft. high at the shoulder. Capt. Flower who was 

making a special enquiry on the age of the elephant at the time, had 

found that “Chandrasekharan had a minimum ascertained age of twenty 
five and a supposed maximum age of forty”, at the time of his visit 
27 years ago. So the animal must have been 52 to 67 years of age 
at the time of its death. This is worthy of record as Mr. Blanford in 
his F. B. I, Mammalia, writes ‘An elephant is full grown, but not fully 
mature, at 25 years of age. and individuals have been known to live 
over 100 years in captivity; in a wild state their existence probably 
extends to 150 years. In Capt. Flower’s experience, both these facts 
have been otherwise. According to him, Asiatic elephants attain 
sexual maturity be'ween 11 and 14 years old, while absolutely convinc¬ 
ing evidence of an elephant living to the age of 100 years has not been 
forthcoming. 

Archaeology. 

Notable additions in this section were an old spearhead and a 
piece of pottery recovered from the grounds of the Nanthencode Palace, 
and another piece of pottery from underneath a menhir near the 
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Periyar Lake, graciously presented to the museum bj Her Highness the 
Maharani. The spear head mentioned was heavily encrusted with 
earth and other matter. It was carefully cleaned by the zinc-caustic 
soda process and the cleaned surface was finally sealed with a solu¬ 
tion of shellac in spirit containing lamp black. 

Art And Art crafts. 

A beautiful casket of rosewood, ivory and gold, presented to the 
Dewan cn his Shashtiabdapurthi day by the Syrian Christian community 
was sent to the museum by him, to be exhibited as an example of the 
superb craftsmanship of Travancore workmen. Plaster models of stone 
figures of Kulaselhara Alwar, Cheraman Perumal and Sundaramurthi 
from Keralapuram, a village in South Travancore, were prepared and 
set up cn suitable pedestals. An cId bronze hanging lamp with an 
image of Ganapathi in the centre, obtained while digging the compound 
wall of the Goureesapatlcm temple, Tiivano'rum, was presented to the 
Museum by the Devaswom authorities. The image of Ganapathi on 
the lamp is interesting as it has its trunk coiled to the right and not to 
the left as in most images. 

Dr. K. L. Moudgill, Research Director of the University of 
Travancore and Dr. P. V. Nair, Industrial Chemist were consulted on 
the matter of dealing with certain disfiguring yellow spots appearing on 
seme of the plaster models n the museum, supposed to be due to the 
action of the metallic framework used inside. After careful experi¬ 
ments they advised the cleaning of the affected areas with petrol 
followed by treatment with lime juice. This was found to be 
successful. 

Educational Activities. 

The educational activities of the museum consisted mainly in 
taking rcund tbelarge number of school children that visited the museum. 
The zoology students of the Science College made their usual annual 
visit to the museim with their Piofestor Dr. Padmanabha Iyer. 
The Curator gave a short talk on the birds of Travancore to the 
students, in accordance with the Professor’s wishes. All facilities were 
giun to Mrs. A. W. Harler, Munnar, a ktem student of birds, to go 
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through the Museum collections, which were particularly helpful in 
determining a thrush she had seen in Dehra Dun. Similar help was 
rendered to Mr. A. P. Mathew of the Zoological department of the 
Science College. 

Conclusion. 

The Trivandrum Museum has been an institution catering to the 
needs of the vast masses in the country. From the humblest workman 
to the highest citizen it affords both pleasure and profit. Probably this 
act has given rise to the assertion that museums are able to give more, 
hour (or hour, than Universities. The education imparted in schools 
and colleges can only touch a minority of the people. But the Museum 
at Trivandrum now about seventy years old has been fulfilling the 
highest purpose of education in the State catering to all classes of 
His Highness’s subjects and thereby attracting the greatest public 
attention. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. Vasudeva Pouuval. 

Officer in Charge. 
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APPENDIX 1. 

of Receiptx ntud Hfcp*nditun during 1 j j > M„ 
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*■« 

3,510 

17 

15 
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37 
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g, UnceiUng day of Ufa lUglme^ the Msibrirftja** sUtuo in Tiivandmni. 
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APPENDIX 111. 

List of additions to the Miuu um rfvrijig 1115 M. f-L 
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pVtUtfl II 
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Mirth—A It non * up. 

Siintf- ^ ull^niiiin r -p- 

ai-i] Chitted puljiMt^H 
PScrjfcHi of pi Kory from & i Uriel ntn ami 
a pk'ct of ipifirta 

Orooorlik 

Sword uni I ilftjfjL'i -r bHuugiiig t ifc V^ln 
Tumpi UrUvi'i 
Old apeir hi'iid mini p'ftliTV 


2 >; ‘ Rittua sp. 
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■ di 
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Fr.no Ihtt Dtimuom Diri¬ 
ment* 

fin, 

PuroliBi^ from iht £chcwl of 
Arts- 

1)0 

Do. 

rurchm-l. 

D«*- 

IKu 

Jin. 

Pn aflHtvd by (Si 1 Down** 
TurcEns'd . 

J)o. 

D* 

Do. 

m 

Frvacntrrl by ihe Davis* om 

1 h ‘ I h.ii-'t M ■ ^ 11-^ . 

Preceded by rho Director of 

dfahivolagy* 

GoU ^-k 1 *! by ih* {juralm. 
Fiirrhw 1. 

Fnam.tral hy Mr. ?. & 

I’m in Pilliv 

From tin? Sri ChitFft^y*Mi- 

fronted hy H r lll^hu ^ the 
Mtdi&rnm . 

Kroxii tho Xrm. 

01 ftftinod I r* nn t hi ■ Dov^i ™, 
Frnmfitnd l*y 11 It tins 
uni. 

£i dieted h% ih'.- 0>™ur. 
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appendix IV. 

List of additions to the Museum Lftr&ry during 1115 M. E . 

Books. 

1. Troth about Travancore by Nilkan Perumal. 

2. The Aga Khan and his Ancestors by Naoroji M. Damasia. 

3. Museums in the Unit 3 d States by E, L, Gill D. Sc. 

Periodicals- 

!. Nature. 

2 Science, 

3. Current Science. 

4. The Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. 

5. The Museums Journal 


R- Vasudeva Poduval, 

Officer in Charge of Museums. 
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Proceedings of the fiovernment of His Highness 
the Mahai'a to of Travancorc 


Bowl 

Th» Administration import of the Uo*ei nine nt Museum for the year 
1U<S M. IS. (1P41 A. D.) fnrwar’J^" l hi 1 lio Officer in charge of ihe institution 
with M«r letter Nt). W2 11 .Intel Iho 18th December 1W I, 

Order H. Dm, No. 33 U nf 42 ICdn,, tinted Trivandrum, 27 lb J ohr.i- 
nrj 10 - 12 , 


ftmiorded: 


2. Tho number of visitor* lo the Museum (luring thu year < in ter r r - 
|io,-t wfte 4,01,007 fls egain^i 3,ftp,411 in Ihn previous year Tba institution 
■ithB vifiStod by nintiy dip!innuiptisd pdraOna rt ring llio jmr. 

3. the Tt(itia9 nctidtiff n{ thn Muitunu, tho inogt til) portent 
w*r lliti ]'roi|r.immO of niJu.lt education,, Through flie effort* of Professor 
j, H„ CVtufjOB, ,\rt Advisor to Government, two oahibi'ienH <d puiming* 
end another of art treasures wore hold in the Museum Hall, A fine toll®"- 
tiotl of lbs copies of the mural in lutings from AjftftU, B»eh ( ffiltaiurasel, 
Sfjiiriyn, PoNnnutm.t mil Into vm,t exhibited at the f5ri CIntro ThlrunaJ 
i Ixhi Mi! : naonjinWtl in limraUr of the Birthday Of His Highness the M*ba- 
r»j-i. Kx hi bite were sent from trie Mufimim to nn exhibition held in tho 
Brood a Statw. 

i. During the ybi.JT nuiler reimrt many valuable mlilltfonn were madia 
t. tho Miistum, A oollootfoti of 57 birds of fihn Travel »*'to Ornithological 
Horvey worthed out by Mr, Whistler and forwarded by Him in III- HiGhnam 
Uie Maharaja wa* gradomlj mnde om by Tits Highness to tho MuafiUm. 
A htetorio foonm image of NntarAjs, a Dot! Itmise, " sflvsr onskot and e 
tew other objects of interest wore prCBaatod by the Dewau to thp 'ioaflum. 

A largo oelloofioii of oiina. brOnfH images end other Anttnuities belonging 

to instate Dr. Meenakshi wn* (riven on loan by tho Univatsity of Tmvun- 
rqw. \ o>«nflnr noilootioii insisting of pottery, terra cotta figrirtiies, et>t'H 
and'faience objects, cornier, bransMs, twio Hholls etc., wa» received from th* 
Dimeter-General »f Archaeology in India, A fo*v Interesting 'terns of 
jewellery wore also mldi*d to Arl and Arcbasofogy r ection of the MueeUtU 
during tho year, Plaster caste <if Mtithovarw, and M«imnna two of the lill> 
tribes in the State, were prerared durtas tho year for exhibition in rh» 
Mnsotini- J-’evm >J olhor valuable additions warn made to the Natural Hi a l«ry 
section of the Museum, one uf lliam taim the etoleton of the famoue fitate 
nlnjiheiit Cbandmsaltljan 1 n. 





(By order) 

U, FaRiKKBwABAN PntLAJ, 

. 1 y^t jjnef S txrelu ry to Gw cm went. 


To, 


"Tro— 


The OlBt»r In chargu of Mutsuma. 
Probfror J. H. Cooeinp. 

Tho Fioss Room, 




HEt'Oki ON 
t he Administration 
OF THE 

Government Museum. 

Trivandrum for the year 111€ M. K. 


Control. 

Dr. J. H. Cousins continued as AH Adviser to Govern¬ 
ment, and Mr. R. Vasudeva Poduval aft officer in obarge ot 
Museums, 

General, 

Through valuable additions to the existing collections 
and through an active programme of adult education, the 
museum has raised its standard of service during the year, 
'Hie efforts of the stall 1 in this direction were well appreciated 
by the public ns illustrated by the increase in the number ol 
visitors to the museum among whom were eminent men, 
parties of school children and troupes of scouts from various 
parts of the State and outside, 
i'mtorfl. 

The total number of visitors to the museum during the 
year was 401997 as against 389444 in the previous year. The 
largest number of visitors on a single day was 13515 and the 
smallest number 400. Among the many notable persons who 
visited the Museum in the year may be mentioned Their 
Highnesses the .Maharaja, the MaharanL, the Elnya Raja, Prin¬ 
cess Kurfaigfti Tiritual and Prince Avittom Thirunal, the Dewan 
Saehivofetaroa Sir 0. P. liamaswami Aiyar, Sir Lionel Leach, 
Chief Justice of the Madras High Court and Lady Leach, 
Sir N. N. Sircar and Lady Sircur, Rt. Honourable V. S. Srini- 
vasa Saetri, Sir Maurice Gwyer, Sir Prancis Wylie and Lt. Col. 
Murphy. 

/education , 

Among the various activities of the museum. the most, 
important was the programme ot adult education. Ibis in¬ 
cluded temporary exhibitions, popular talks and conducted 
tours within the museum. Through tho efforts of Dr, Cousins. 
Art Adviser to the Government of Travaneore. two exhibitions 
of P&intingH and one of Art treasures were held in themnsoum 
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and the museum library hall. As an important feature of the 
celebrations of the Birthday of H. H. the Maharaja, a fine col¬ 
lection of copies of mural paintings from Ajanta, Bagh, Sitt- 
anavasal, Sigiriya, Polannaruwa and Iran made by Mr. Sarkis 
Katchadourian an Iranian painter was exhibited in the 
museum library hall. Through this exhibition the public of 
Trivandrum got the rare chance of enjoying the glory of Ajanta 
and other ancient sites. The figures of Bodhisathwa Padmapani 
from Ajanta, The Chauri Bearer from Bagh and a Royal Lady 
and her attendant from Sigiriya were among the best appreci¬ 
ated in the collection. Mr. Katchadourian stayed in Tri¬ 
vandrum for a few days ; and during his stay Government 
accorded him all facilities to copy the murals from the 
cave temple, at Tirunandikkarai in >S. Travancore. The 
museum Curator was also deputed to assist him. Along with 
this exhibition an interesting collection of Japanese sword 
guards and Nebruke and choice Bidarware and China were 
exhibited in the museum by Prof. E. E. Speight formerly of 
the Islamia College, Hyderabad (Deccan). 

Later in the year, another exhibition was held in the 
Museum Library Hall consisting of 48 paintings of Nicholas 
Roerich and Svetoslav Roerich. They were mostly in tempora 
though a few were in oil. But all were remarkable for their 
colour and treatment of subject. Among the works of Nicho¬ 
las Roerich the most interesting, apart from his delightful 
Himalayan studies, were three paintingsthe Armageddon, 
a little different from his older picture of the same title, 
showing a city in flames, their destructive tongues leaping and 
dancing while all the people were out in the cold, watching 
the devastating scene with terror stricken eyes. “The Aurora 
borealis”, a sight peculiar to northern climes was represented 
with extraordinary effect, but the best of the throe was the 
painting ‘the heroica of China ’—which represented a China¬ 
man-possibly'a stalwart northerner, standing on a parapet 
which was the Great wall of China, gnashing his teeth and 
twisting his fingers in fury-symbolising the spirit of China 
and the heroism of her people. The piece de resistance of the 
whole collection was. however, the portrait of Nicholas 
Roerich by his son, Svetoslav shown with all the objects ofhia 
varied interests round him and the sparkle of the true seer in 
his eyes. 
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The educational value of such exhibitions is great. Apart 
from their own importance, they made tho museum more and 
more popular and attracted visitors in larger numbers to its 
collections. Many museums hold temporary exhibitions of 
tins nature for the entertainment and tho edification of the 
public, also as an expedient to attract. the attention of the 
jjeople 1.0 the usual collections in the museum which though 
great in instructional value, tend to become drab after some 
tiiioe, Jt is hoped that it would bo possible to hold an exhi- 
bition of tills kind in the museum ouch year. 

Besides these exhibitions, a few popular talks were given 
hi tho museum, ou subjects of varied into rest with a view 
to interest the public. Those talks were usually held after 
l ’ l J . M. under the newly installed electric lights which lit up 
the large area of stained gloss in the building and produced a 
beautiful effect. They lasted for about half an hour and were 

well attended. The following talks were given during the 
year;— & 

3, For Eastern Arts 
and Crafts. 

2. The Lamps of 

Travftncore. 

3, The Jewellery 

of Tmvnneore. 

4, The Fauna and Flora 

of Tra van cote ns il lu¬ 
st rated in the museum, 

5. The Chief poisonous 

snakes of Tra vane ore 
uml their identification. 

fi. The game animals Do, 

of Travancoro and the pro¬ 
blem of their preservation. 

in addition to these talks, which received encouraging 
ms]Kinso from the public, the Curator'and the Museum Assis¬ 
tant availed themselves »of every opportunity to take round 
parties of school children, scouts and other visitors and ex¬ 
plain tt> them (he various exluhits kept in the museum. These 
conducted lours w ore so popular that in sever.*iJ canes visitors 


Prof. J. H, Cousin?, 
at the Museum Annexe. 
Mr. K, X'. Pndtival 
at tho M use no i. 
tbi. 

Mr. S. II. I'illiii, 

at. the museum* 

ho. 


4 


brought mi'iv friends Etui wanted the Curator to take them 
round. It is hoped that thin activity could he further dove* 
loped in the coming years. 

Art and Archaeology, 

The personal interest taken hy their Highnesses and the 
Dewaii in the museum tended greatly to increase the popu* 
larity of the institution in general and the section of art and 
archaeology in particular. Their Highnesses visited the 
museum on >cveraI occasions and showed great appreciation 
of the existing collection and their purpose. Whenever unv 
thing interesting turned up, their Highnesses always present* 
ed it to the museum. The Dewan* 3 interest waft no less. He was 
a frequent visitor to the institution; and atone time when the 
question of exhibiting a fine set of large bronze imaged came 
up, he was personally present and directed their display in the 
most ad vantage one manner. This interest was accompanied 
by great generosity: and the museum has cause to be grateful 
to him for his present of a line bronze image of Nnfcaraja. 
a Devi, a silver casket —to mention only a few to our col¬ 
lection. 

The museum was particularly lucky in getting on loan a 
large collection of coins, bronze images and other antiquities be* 
longing to the late Dr. Meenakshi, an eminent research scholar 
oi India from the authorities of the Travancoro UDiversity. 
■These were tastefully arranged in show oases with appropriate 
labels in the central hall, A similar collection, came through 
Uio kindness of Hie Director General of Archaeology in India 
and relate to objects illustrative of the famous Indus valley 
civilization. It consists of pottery, terra cotta figurines, 
stone and faience objects, copper, bronze, bone, shells and 
other miscellaneous objects. Those were exhibited in a 
separate a bow case with descriptive labels. Among other 
additions to this section are a set of three largo bronze figures 
of Nataraja, Appnrswami and Ohnndikeswara and a large silver 
casket containing the mineral sands of Truvancor* obtained 
through the kindness of the Dewan Suoliivotfcaum Sir C P. 
Raraaswatni Aiyer. A few.interesting items of jeweller v, a good 
series Gajalakshmi pattern hanging lamps (deluded list 0 f H |l 
additions appended hiJral were also added to this section dnr* 
ng the year, Wjth a considerable collection of old bronzes in 
he museum the problem of iheir cleaning and preservation was 
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keenly felt, and an old (ianapathi lamp of beautiful workman¬ 
ship was sent, to the Travaucoro .Uuivcreity Renewh Labora¬ 
tory with a view to ascertain if they could be of help in clean* 
iug it. The Director took great interest in the matter and clean- 
ed and sent it back in a few days. It is hoped that all the old 
bronzes in the museum eon Id thug be chemically cleaned 
in ihe Research Laboratory. The museum look part in an 
exhibition in Boroda Btabo by sending a collection of Travail* 
core coins attractively mounted in a case and u few images. 
A note on the oldest Vishnu image in the museum was pro* 
pared by the Curator and published in the Travail core Infor¬ 
mation. A short catalogue of metal images in the museum 
was also prepared ami Bent to the Government Press for 
printing. 

Ethnology. 

A fine series of plaster casts of Mnthuvaue and Hannans, 
two of the hill tribes of Trav&ncote, was prepared by the Ofliccr 
in charge of Sri Chitmlayani for exhibition in the museum. The 
Taxidermist and the Draftsman were deputed to assist him in 
the work. The oasts of two men and one woman with a child 
in her hands were prepared. These figures with their charac¬ 
teristic jewellery and dress wilt form very interesting addi¬ 
tions to this section which is at present represented by life 
size models of a £&ni man and woman, u Thanda Pulnva 
woman and a fish wife. 

Geology, 

This section received u good deal of attention during the 
year All the specimen a of rocks and minors In illustrating 
the geology of Travaneore were cleaned and re-arranged. 
Besides, a number of objects such us high temperature resis¬ 
ting crucibles imii.lo of thorium, zircon, and spinel illustrating 
the industrial uses of sonic of our minerale were acquired by 
purchase from Mr. K. Masillamony. a former Geologist to the 
Government of Tra van core. Along with these, he was good 
enough to present the museum with samples of Titanium 
white pigment, sheets of paper to illustrate the use oi 'J if an in m 
white in the paper industry and colour printing inks. A gas 
mantlo manufactured out of thorium a*Bangalore, a synthetic 
sapphire and a pair of beryls from the Coimbatore District 
were included in the lot. A chart of the various oamtner- 
oially important minerals conl-ain^d in the common beach 


6 


sand of Tjfftvancore was also presented by him to the nmsetim 
for exhibition in the mineral gnllory, 

Natural History Section. 

Tlio bulk of the collections of the Trivandrum museum 
uom c under this division ; and considerable time was devoted 
to the routine work of cleaii’mg, preserving and re-arranging 
the various objects both in the exhibited and reserve aeries. 
\ collection of 57 birds of the Trahan core Ornithological 
Survey worked out by Mr.H. Whistler, England and forward¬ 
ed by him to H, H. the Maharaja of Travail core w&s made over 
to the museum. They are kept along with the remainder of 
this series for purposes of study. The Curator went on tour 
twice to the High Ranges and made a collection of plants, 
millipedes, insects and small mammals for the museum. Parti¬ 
cularly interesting was the addition of the skin and skull of 
a jackal to the museum collections. Another interesting 
addition to this section was the skeleton of the famous ele- 
ph&ntChandrase kharan belonging to II. H. iho Maharaja. but 
it was incomplete and so could not he articulated. A note on 
the animal was prepared mid Bent to the editor o£ the Bombay 
Natural History Society for publication. 

Under orders of Government the services of Mr. E. S. 
Simon. Museum Assistant were lent to the Game Department, 
Peermadc in connection with the transport of a pair of fcebraa 
from the Mysore Xoological Gardens from where ho took 
charge of the animals and brought them over Lo the Eda* 
palayam Camp on the Periy&r Lake. 

The museum has thus run a year of useful service to the 
public, lo the coming years it is hoped to increase the scope 
and usefulness of the institution further by a definite policy 
of service to school teachers and children. It is said that the 
number of good museums in a country is a sure index of its 
progress. Judging by this standard, Tmvancorc occupies a 
pre-eminent place among the Indian States in giving full re- 
cognition to the importance of the museum as a powerful 
medium of education. 

R. Vasudeva PonuvAij, 
Officer in charge, of Mutmmi, 
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appendix I. 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure daring 1116 M. E. 


Receipts 

Expenditure i—* 

Salaries 
Establishment 
Travelling Allowance 
Contingencies 

Total 


* 



Ra, Ch. C. 

27 10 ® 


2,120 

22 

0 

3,610 

6 

12 

164 

13 

14 

2,561 

IS 

1 

8,486 

9 

11 


R; VasUDETA Po Duval, 

O/faer in ehargo of Afuasuma. 


f*iW 


*1 
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APPENDIX II. 

Statement of additions and disposals during HIS Jf. E, 

Additions. 




4 

5 

3 

7 

B 

3 

IG 

a 

13 

14 

15 
IS 
17 

te 

2G 

SI 

32 

1 

24 

*6 

2fl 

4f 

as 

3 ^ 
SH 

31 

3i 

S3 

34 

te 


lm:.i. 


No, of 

Bfevl- 

mrtni- 


TId w 


B B* 


Millipede (Vnobjalu sp» 

^'jiLllla Bfi'fohu c □ 

M^'iniLabi qiJtf-Ttioa 

{*} dtitatf 

(b) burns c-b.. 

MotaI Impigi;^ 

Bird i3du? 


H&tl imfiiAl tray 
Bell raeUl luita 
EiatJiiksit ]i:in^ 

N^eUaoGs tgaJd plit&l) 

Braoftt^i Jo* 

Ankfcta du, 

Squird (*unrtii p^m&ratp) 

1 ■' Lijii aJ (C»uiA up, l 
MskSuvo {Hand nroamoOti) 
OhAin. uf bt*U - - > < 
S^ckllQIH 

tlw*Uc*r BUt£ Ryf r-uuo itamp 
Ctjinn (topper) 
iTJtariniu whit# pigmoat 


’■+ 

" ##+ 


Shitta of papor iJUtntrtUDg 

Titanium ioduatrv 

|0a*iPut]» 
iKnKili^r dhpiH 

[GrttftlM^a 

ttclalw*rn 

[^nutte NAiamJa CE«rg«) 

Jli'ji^: 4..f Finitrawaf* 

I mag- of A ] iptr Swa [(l i 
jPrOftlOUfl stOPHii 
SiJvar CAnkot 

! Vrdhaeologfcal -ihiiiits from 

V*r,) *J 

Jiwdlivy Fpdn ieim![ib 
Bf<njHi3 banging lamp* 

Jl?W ■! I [FTV-flwk E.jGB 
Elephant tikokitm 

EthDalogtcai modda 


Itotj tankard 


DsiHisata* 

* 


16 

14 

57 

1 

1 
t 

3 

2 
2 
1 
i 

4 ' 
1 
3 

I 

I 

1 


SO 

1 

1 

5 
7 
1 
l 
L 
3 
1 

36m 

6 
5 
3 


Ccd Emad * 

Fttrobued. 

Obtained tiinughtlic Va\vtttlkr 

of Trax'imcore J 
Do, 

Purohts&l. 

Part of Ordilholojiisil iDi-Toy 
ccIleotaoB. 

PorcbsM. 

Do* 

Da* 

Do. 

Do, 

Do- 

CM Jwttxl i 
« ' ^ 

m m \vi by M#*, Vittil JW. 

OiH 

Do, 

Gbuiy^l fr.-im FaJiq*. 

D-T'. 

Tjim PrwatAj by 

Mr. E. 

Do* 
ilO* 

Dup 

pLiroh.u-di 

ll ( . 

Do- 

Do. 

Do. 

F»«aata-I hy Mr, E, 

D. win. 

Kr.fto th'i tJin-at.tr fro**! 0 ( 

Do, 

Do. 

From tli..' ffovij Stahl*., 

rftyared. 


*■“'urn, d tu ihn tlfltifod 

Snpitifotwdmt 0 f Salioul „f Art*. 


R. Vasudeva Poduval, 
0#Crr m charge of Mvnumt. 
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APPENDIX llL 

lA*t of additions to the Museum Library during Ills M. E. 


Periodicals, 

I. Bt StfBsg RIFT ION 

2. Aogost 1940^to August 1941. 

3. Current Science £) 0 

4. Journal of the Bombay 

Natural History Society Do. 

5. Tho Museums Journal. 
n. By Presentation. 

1. Proceedings of the United States National Mtuonm. 

’ SVteS ofo£i“, tb ° Dloto * ical I-aborstery of the 

3. Cstalogno of the General Arohaenlogicnl library of 
the Are hao cloaca! bnrv^y t>f India. * 

4 * Ca Mimm° f b ° 0kS ’ mflniJ 80 ri P ts etc - ^ the British 

5. Proceedings of the Madras Liborary Society 1916 . 

u m Tmvanoore I?t formation, 

■ 

Books, 

1. Archaeology in Tra tad core by R. V, Poduval 

2. Outline of Modern Belief hy J, W. N. Sullivan 

1 3 volgj und Walter Gnersmi. 

3. Modern Travancore by A. Padnmuabha Iyer. 


R. Vascdbta Podutal, 
Officer in charge of Maieutnt. 


* 




appendix IV, 

Statement of Holidays for the Museum during 1116 M, E. 


1, All Monday e. 

2. Thirn Oiumi day. 

i, £1, IT. the Maharaja’s birthday, 

4. Temple Entry Proclamation Day. 

6. New Year Day. 

6. Demise of H. H, the Maharaja of Cochin. 

7. Investiture of H. H. the Maharaja of Cochin. 

5. Empire Day. 

9, H. M. the King Emperor’s birthday. 


APPENDIX V. 

Statement of visitor*' number during 1116 Id. &, 


1. 

Total number of visitors during the year 

4,01,997 

2. 

Number of days on which the museum 



was open 

306 

3. 

Average No. of visitors per day 

1.314 

4. 

Largest No. for a single day 

13,615 

6 . 

Smallest No. for a single day 

400 

e. 

Total No. of Visitors (’women and children) 



on Wednesdays 

32.669 


R. ViBUDEVA Pq DUVAL, 
Officer in charge of Mu i*um>. 
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•*•■*** *.-■**». 


Proceedings of the Government of His Highness the 
Maharaja of Travancore. 


•—The administration report of the Government 
year 1117 M. E. (1941-42 A. D.) forwarded by the Officer 
institution with his letter No 38|43 dated.22-1-1943. 


Museum for the 
in charge of the 


Order D. Dis. No. 366/43|Edn. dated 9th March 1943. 


Recorded. 


2. The number of visitors to the Museum during the year under report 
was 3,21,960 as against 4,01,907 in the previous year. 

o. The most important work that was done during the year under 
report was the rearrangement of the oxhibitB including Javanese and Bali¬ 
nese Art treasures; and these were carefully arranged and set on display 
Many valuable additions wero mado to the exhibits in th e Museum during 

the year. 

4. Government hops that the exhibition as rearranged in the institu¬ 
tion will add to its educative value and usefulness to the public and attract 
an ever larger number. 


(By order) 

G, PARAME8WARAN PlLIiAI, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 


The Officer in charge of Museums. 
Professor J. H. Cousins. 

The Press Room. 
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report 

ON THE ADMINISTRATION 

OF THE 

GOVERNMENT MUSEUM, 

TRIVANDRUM FOR 1117 M. E. 


Ooktbol. 

Professor J. H, Cousins coitti ruicd to bo :tho Art Advisor 
to Government, and Mr. R..Yngudeva Poduml tho Officer in 
ybargo of the institution. 

General. 

Despite the difficulties and Limitations consequent on the 
war, the Museum continued its work uninterruptedly as in 
jreyious years. Interesting additions were made to the col- 
,octjons notably in tho section relating to art and art-crafts. 
Juring tla© celebrations in connection with tho birthday of 
3is Highness the Maharaja, a special exhibition of paintings 
was arranged, which was highly appreciated by the public, 
This and tho series of popular talks held in the Museum helped 
considerably in increasing tho popularity of tho institution. 

Visitors. 

A largo number of persona were attracted to tho Museum, 
among whom wore school parties, scouts and distinguished 
guests of the State. Tho Museum was kept open to the pub¬ 
lic for 310 days in the year, and the total number of visitors, 
according to tha count taken every day, was 321960 fan 
average of 1038 per day) as against 401997 in the previous 
year. Among the distinguished visitors to tho institution 
were Their Highnesses the Maharaja, Maharaui Sotu Parvati 
Uuyi and other members of the Ruling Family His Highness 
the Maharaja and Their Highnesses the Yuvaraui and the 
l rmoesB of Mysore ; WachivoMaum Sir C. P. Rumaswomi 
lyor, Do wan of Tr&vanccre ; Mr, Madhava Kao, Dewan of 
Mysore; Mr. Thamboo 0hotly. Private Secretary to the 
Maharaja of Mysore; Sir Mirza Ismail, retired Dewan of 
Mysore; Seth Ambalal S&rabai and family; Sir Henry 
Hraik, Political Adviser to the Crown Representative and 
Professor F. Vreede. All the visitors to the Museum were 
taken round by the Officer and the staff of the institution. 
A prograjiiine of ml idt and child education in collaboration 
with the teachers of the schools in the State is envisaged in 
the future. 
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Work of the year 'Roarrangement of cases and oxhibits. 

The most important work done in the year was in the 
direction of rearranging the exhibits in the Museum Annexe. 
The books which were in the back room of the building were 
removed to the Office building of the Government Gardons ; 
and in the space thus released were rearranged and set on 
display the Javanese and Balinese art treasures collected by 
Their Highnesses during their tour to the Netherlands East 
Indies. The show cases for the shadow play figures which 
stood across the archway separating the two rooms and facing 
tho main entrauce was reversed so as to face into the back 
room as an item of the Java-Bali collection. The paintings of 
Nicholas Roerich and Svetoslav Roerich which were in the 
Sri Chitralayam, were removed to the main hall of the An¬ 
nexe ; where these paintings make a better show. The edu¬ 
cational value of the institution was enhanced by popular 
talk8 by the Art Adviser to Government, the Officer in charge 
of the Museum and his assistants. The following talks were 
given :— 

1. The Javanese and Prof. J. H. Cousins, Museum, 

Balinese Art Treasures. Annexe. 

2. The Musical instru- Mr. R. V. Poduval, Museum. 

ments of Travancore. 


3. The Educational 

value of Museums. 

4. Museums and their 

functions. 

5. The Trivandrum 

Museum at work. 


Mr. E. S. Simon, Museum. 


Mr. N. G. Pillai, Training 

College. 

Mr. N. G. Pillai, Tutorial 

College, Vanchiyoor. 


In addition to those, articles on the following subjects 
were contributed to the journal of the Bombay Natural His¬ 
tory Society by the Curator of tho Museum. 

1. The height and age of an Elephant—(Chandrasekhara 
of the Royal Stablos of H. H. tne Maharaja of Travan¬ 
core. 

2. The ‘Anting’ habit of the Common Mynah. 

3. Battle between Black and Red Ants. 

4. The Breeding habit of the chequered watcrsnake. 


A. R. P. Work. 


Apprehending the possibilities of an air raid, precautions 
were taken to protect the valuable collections in the Museum. 
All the glass shutters were provided with suitable covering 
material. The members of the staff attended the A. R. P. 
demonstrations held in the city, and were instructed in "the 
uso of stirrup-pumps and other lire-fightiDg apparatus. 


As a speoial feature of the birthday celebration, a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by Sudliir Khastgir, art teacher of the Doon 
School, and of K. Madhava Monon, a Kerala. Artist, was dis¬ 
played in the Museum Annexe.. This attracted a large num¬ 
ber of visitors to the institution. 

Notable Additions. 

The continued interest taken by their Highnesses and 
the Dewan in the Museum was the greatest contributory 
factor to its development in the year. The following are the 
most notable additions made in the year. 

1. Ornaments worn by the Tamil women of Shencottah 
and the neighbouring places. 

2. A group of South Indian bronzes (vide appendix B.) of 
exquisite workmanship. 

3. A plaster cast of Viswarupa from Suchindram temple, 
prepared by Mr. Madhavan Unnithan, retired Superin¬ 
tendent of the School of Arts. 

4. The head of a bison picked up in the forest near Mulla 
Periyar in North Travancore by Mr. S. C. H. Robinson, 
the Game Warden of Travancore, and presented to the 
Museum. This head has proved to be the largest so 
far reported from Travancore. 

A list of additions to the Museum during the year is given 
in Appendix B. 

R. V ASUDEVA PODUVAL, 
Officer in charge of Museums. 
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APPENDIX A 






Statement of Receipts and Expenditure during 1117. 




Rs. 


Receipts 

* 49 


Expenditure. 

Salaries 

1527 


Establishment 

3441 


Travelling Allowance... 

41 

Contingencies 

1771 


Total ... 

6780 


—-- 



Ch. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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APPENDIX B. 




Additions and disposals during 1117 M. E. 


Additions. 


) Aloh'S 

How obtained. 

1. 4 pairs of gold ear ornaments worn by 


Received from the Palace. 

the Tamil women of Shencottah 


* ...... 

2. Japanese masks 


Presented by Professor 


J. H. Cousins. 

3. Folder Dara Bharata 


Do. 

4. Bronze Hanging lamp 


Purchased. 

5. Plaster model of the statue of 


Presented by H. H. The 

H. H. the Maharani 


Maharani Statue Committee. 

6. Plaster oasts of Viswarupom 


Front Suohindrum temple. 

Kamadhenu and Elephaut Goddess 


s 

7. Bronze Somaskanda, Parvati with 


Received from the Palace. 

attendant Goddesses, Devi and Vishnu 



8. Brass plate, bronze box, Madan, 
torch, Palanquin and lamp 


Pure based. 

0. Bronze Nataraja—2 


Received from the Palace. 

Do. Ardha Siariswara 1 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. Seated Devi 1 


Do. Standing Devi 1 


Do. 

Do. Siva with 8 hands 1 


Do. 

Do. Kankalamurti 3 


Do. 

Do. Woman with oymbals 1 


Do. 

Do. Veenadhara 1 


Do. 

Do. Chandikeswara 1 


Do. 

10. Seated images of Buddha from Taxila 


From Sir C. P. Kamaswami 

11. Nettoor petty 


Iyer. 

Purchased. 

12. Skull of bison 


From the Game Warden. 

13. Roerich paintings—17 


Transferred from the 


Sri Chitralayam. 


Specimens Transferred. 

1. 27 Japanese and Chinese paintings—shifted to the Sri Chitralayam. 

2. Model of the statue of H. H. The Maharani—Transferred to the sohool 

o! Arts. 

3. Ornamental dressing table— transferred to the School of Arts. 
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APPENDIX C. 


List of additions to the Museum Library. 


1. Periodicals 

Nature. 

Science. 

Current Science. 

Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. 

2. Books:— 

Birds of India by Salim Ali. 

Watching Birds by J. Fisher. 

The personality of Animals by H. Munro Fox. 

A Short Guide to Manchester Museum. 

Essays in Anthropology-Presented to Hid Bahadur 
Sarat Chandra lloy- 

Fifteen thousand useful phrases by 6. Kleisor. 

life of T. Lakshmanan Filial by M. S, RamaaWami 
Iyer. 

Kerala Culture by Mammon, J, 
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T' , r, 

Proceedings of the Government of His Highness the Mil ha raj a 

o| Tnivancore. 

*" t - . \a 

Read 

The Administration Report Of thv Covenimcnt Museum fnr the year 
HIS M. E. {1942-43 A. D.) forwarded by the Officer in charge of the instt- 
lutbn with his letter No. 21 44 doled IS-1-1944. 

Order D. Dia. No. 386/44 Edn, r dated, Trivandrum, 2tub March 11144. 
RteOfdcd :— 

■Dining the year under report the mutual history collections of the 
Museum were housed ill a separate building iu the Shankmnugbom beach. 
This arrangement has enabled the Department to utilise the whole of Lhc 
Museum building for the display of the valuable collections of art and 
handicrafts, consisting of bronzes, stones aud wooden images, metal lumps 
jewellery ivory articles and musical instruments. 

The number of visitors tn the Museum during the year was 203967. 

Government note that tbs housing of the natural history specimens in 
a Separate building has released sufficient spare for the display of numerous 
art exhibits. 

By order, 

G. Fa*amkswaran Ptllai, 
C/.iV Secretary fo Qwemnttnt- 


The Officer in charge of Museums. 
The Press Room, 

Prof. J. H, Cousins. 











From 

The Officer in charge of Museums, 

Trivandrum. 

To 

The Chief Secretary to Government, 
Trivandrum. 

Sir, 

I beg to submit herewith the Administration Report of the 
Government Museum for the year 1118 m. e. (1942-43 a. d.) 

Introduction. 

The collections of the institution grew so rapidly in recent 
years that at the beginning of the year under report they 
stood at 25,000 including the specimens of Zoology, Botany, 
Geology, Anthropology, Numismatics, Philately, Textiles, Arts, 
Handicrafts and Economic products. The existing space avail¬ 
able for the proper display and storage of these objects was found 
so inadequate that steps had to be taken to relieve the conges¬ 
tion, and the bifurcation of the institution was found the most 
practicable way of doing so. Government therefore ordered that 
as a first step towards the removal of the congestion, the Natural 
History collection of the Museum should be transferred to the 
Shankumughom palace building until a new structure could bo 
erected to house it. With a good deal of space thus released, the 
work of rejarranging the specimens of art and art-crafts was taken 
in hand and completed during the year, under the. guidance of the 
Art Advisor to Government- Though the chief attention of the 
staff was directed to the re-arrangement of the specimens both at 
the main Museum building and the Shankumughom Palace build¬ 
ing, every opportunity was made use of to educate as usual the 
public bv conducted tours and periodical talks. 

The Natural History Collections . 

The most extensive work of the year was the transfer of the 
Natural History collection of the Museum to the Shankumughom 
Palace. Part of the collections was removed first to the Old 
Arts Colic,go building under the orders of Government, but was 
subsequently restored to the bulk of the collections which were 
transferred straight to the Shankumughom Palace. The work of 
transfer of the show oases and of the specimens was one of con¬ 
siderable difficulty, but with the whole hearted co-operation of 


1879, 218. 
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the staffof the P. W. D. Workshops and the Mmsaii m employees 
it was (jff&olpil with hardly any damage to tbo oxhibiln. Thu 
Taxidermist and two lal>oratory assistants wove deputed to work 
at the Shankumughom Palace with instructions to carry out the 
installation of the collections nnd«i the supervision of the 
Curator. 

A rrwujement of t/te oollettfiontt at the Palace, 

The Palae-' conflicts of One targe hall 150 x 6U’ where all 
the show oases and exhibits have been arranged. The space 
needed for the storage of a cousiderabh pari- of the reserve cob 
I action* eras itiipioviflud by arranging (jb« show cases about 7 ft. 
from the wall all round. The cases wen? placed in the same 
manner »s iu the main Museum building, the mammals and birds 
at one end. the anthropological section consisting of a model of a 
Na*r house and life size cast's of some of the Hillman of Travail' 
oore in the middle and Keptilea, Fish* Geological and Jtetanioai 
si^cimons at the other end, The display of all these object* is 
complete, exoept for the mounting of the largo collection of honiB 
nnd heads cl mammals on tbe walla. 

Rearrangement in the Main X f ttwm huiidin,,. 

Iho space gained in the Government Museum by t.ha transfer 
of the Natural History specimens was utilised for the bettor dis* 
pJay of tho collection? ol art and handicrafts consisting of bronzes, 
stone and wooden images, metal lamps, jewellery, ivory articles 
and musical iustmmoitts. Tliest* w>>ro kastofnlly arranged by the 
Art A(hi*6t to ftOvommcut. I’he walls of the Museum wore 
repainted in oroaui colour, As the alternating vertical stripe? 
ol brick red and blue ou tin* walls did not harmonise 
witli the present ool lection of bronze and atone exhibits, cream 
wiw nsixl throughout with gratifying results. The original 
stniH s ha vp been loft undisturbed in tlie two yud halls, devoted 
W mifloellanoouB objects, Coir runners in r»d with hi up and 
brown edging laid in the ntcd-ra! hall and along the corridor? have 
ridded appreciably to tbo general appearance of the interior of the 
building. All show oae»s, especially those against tho wall, 
have now a background of r«d which brings tbo metal imagp 1 
exhibited inside into greater relief. The larger statue* Lav« 
bemi pwvideo with iient, sjiapk aod attractive tnkwcod pedos* 
tals. Two pillar CMe* were also added cltuiag the year. 
pian of the yalk riee in the tf w/t um* 

Um k Central Mall min contains phi -tor casts ol stoma figure* 

from U,e Sr,. Pmlnianabhftr.waim . .. . Trivandnim and the 

buclnudrutn turn pit? ui booth Travanooi'e, arraugBd in wall eases 


near the main entrance ; while on the opposite side a group of 
musical instruments'and metal objects of worship and’antiquities 
from Mohenjodaro are displayed. In the centre Is a wooden 
' l 'mandapa u with a wooden " oiinfina'' in front of it. The corridor 
leading from the Central Hall to the right wing is devoted to 
bronze Saivite images ; the wing adjoining houses a collection of 
metal lamps, old jewellery and ivory and kuftgari work. Simi¬ 
larly, the corridor leading from the Central Hall on the left con¬ 
tains a further collection of bronze images, chiefly Vaishnavite. 
and stoDe and wooden statues ; in the centre of the wing next 
to this is exhibited a richly carved ** ratha ’’ or temple car from 
Padmanabhapuram, with wooden images arranged round the 
walls. 

/mportant additions to the Museum. 

The Ratham or Car mentioned above, is by far the largest 
addition to the collections. It is 12' long, 9' broad, 9' high, and 
rises in 4 tiers richly carved with figures of the Hindu pantheon 
and Puranic Heroes. Besides these, there aro interesting friezes 
of foot and mounted soldiers and a procession of elephants hauling 
a log of timber. A wealth of lotus, parakeet and Yali motifs 
also contributes to the beauty of the pieco. The Ratha was 
lying inside the Padmanabhapuram Fort exposed to the weather 
and incomplete in several places when it was acquired for the 
Museum. Even in this incomplete and weatherworn condition it 
is a thing of beauty, and when renovated will show Travaneore 
wood-carving at its best. 

Besides the Ratha, 4 wooden images, a Brahma, Narasimha 
and 2 Dakahinamurtis from Thiruvattar temple were added to 
the collection and are well displayed in the wood-carving wing. 
A fine collection of gold coins and bronzes bought from Mr. 
Srinivasa Gopalachari of Madras is another of the noteworthy 
acquisitions of the year. Among the bronze images, a Rama, 
Lakshmana and Hanuman group, the Rama about 2* high, 
deserves special mention. A list of additions to the Museum 
collections is appended to this report. 

Visitors. 

The acquisition of interesting objects like the above is an 
important function of a Museum ; but more important still, is 
its function of educating the public on the story which each 
object exhibited has to tell. In the words of F» Truboe Davison, 
President of one of the finest Museums of the world, the American 
Museum of Natural History, u the Museum stands at the fore 
front of the institutions designed to satisfy intellectual hunger. 
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The Mueslim is not limited, like the public school, to the young. 
The Museum is not dedicated, like the college or University, 
solely to the educated. The Museum does not, like the library, 
serve only the literate. The Museum deals with all peoples on 
all levels, and can and (loos reach out to meet the intellectual 
hunger of all peoplp of every degree on all levels of intellectual 
attainment. It is a democracy’s most important agency for the 
spread of honest understanding of life.’* With this ideal in mind 
every effort was made to make the Museum instructive to the 
public by periodically conducted tours and talks by the staff. 
The response was most encouraging. The visitors included all 
classes of people from all walks of life. Statistics of the number 
of visitors to the Museum are added to this report. The following 
visitors require special mention ; Members of the Ruling family 
of Travancore, the Dewan, H. E, the Governor of Madras and 
Lady Hope, Sir Edward Bent hall, the late Lakshmikutty Netya- 
rama of Cochin and members of the ludiau Historical Records 
Commission. 

Educational Work. 

Though the chief work of the Museum during the year was 
connected with the transfer of the Natural History section to the 
Shankumughom Palace and the re-arrangement of the collections 
in the two places, which gave hardly any time for other activities, 
the importance of the educational aspeot of the Museum’s work 
was not lost sight of, and the following programme was carried 
out:— 

The Musical Instruments of Travaneore— 

Talk by Mr. R. V. Poduval, Director of Archaeology. 

The Arts and Crafts of Java & Bali— 

Talk by Dr. J. H. Cousins, Art Adviser to Government. 

The Paintings of the Roerichs— do. 

South Indian metal images— 

Talk by Mr. N. G. Pillai, Curator of Museum. 

Besides these, Dr. Cousins gave two broadcasts from the 
Trivandrum Station on the Art Treasures exhibited in the 

Museum. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. Vasudeva Poduval, 
Officer in charge of Muaeums. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Statement of Receipts and Expenditure during 1118 M. E. 



Us. 

Ch. 

c. 

Receipts 

16 

0 

u 

Expenditure 

ii . 

Jtil 



Salaries 

1,327- 

0 

u 

Establishment • - * ■*• 

3,680 

0 

0 

Contingencies 

51,817 

0 

0 

Total 

66,774 

0 

0 


APPENDIX B. 


Statistics of visitors to the Museum during 1118. 


y 


• 1. Total number ol' visitors to the 

museum during the year ••• 209,967 

2. Largest No. of visitors on a 

single day ••• •*• 14,406 

3. Total No. of days on which the 
institution was open 


■5T 


t • < 


306 







t, 
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APPENDIX C 


List of Hu!fut- tht- lln&uin. 


1- A1J Monday*. 

2. Turn Onani Day, 

Birthday of 11. II. tk* Maharaja- 

4, Touipk Km try Proclamation Day, 

5, Now Ynar Day. 

G, Damme ni II. H. Lk Maharaja of Bikaner, 
7. Violin, 

B, Tunisia Day, 
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APPENDIX P. 


Jjitt of (uiditiom to the Miwetmi durini/ lltS M. E. 


1. Veeuadhara iu brass pUtf>. 

2. Bronze lamp —3 spouted. 

3. Hanging ohftiu litMiji with tint* lii bxousso. 

1. Bronze lamp with peacock. 

t>. Bronze Parvati- 

6. Bronze Vishnu. 

7. Bronze PaJauiyautftVAr, 

8. Bronze lamp with bird pattern. 

9. Bronze hauling lamp 3 apovitod. 

10, Bronze Sftmaflkanda. 

11, Bronze Bhairava (4 handed). 

12, Bronze V^wabltfi/Ua (8 Imud^iS). 

13, Bronze Parasuiftina. 

14, Bronze Pulaniaiidavar. 

15, Bronze Devi. 

16, Bronze Medal Onttury of Proirraj? Exhibition, America. 

17, Bronze Imt Taudava, 

18 , Nutaiuja with circular prabha. 

llh Do, oval prabha. 

20. Sri Raimi. 

21. Sudartana. 

22. Sivii seated on Apaamara purnsha iu wood* 

23. Brahma Seated (wood). 

24. Nerasimha seated (wood). 

25. Vishnu do. do. 

26 . Wooden Rath*. 

27* A collection of Brouzo imag-s from Sriuivasaitopalaobari 
of Madras. 

28. Bronze I'nift seated. 

2% Do. Mahi-ewara scat oil. 

30. Do. Gan sea without prabba, 

31. Bronze UhajfftVftti in relief. 

32. Vislmii and Lakslttm ou.Onrtida. 

33. Bronze Saraswau seated, 

34. Bronze Vielilill floated 

35. Bioih* Alwar (amall.) 

36. Do. N»a« Krishna. 

37. Do FarastUftma 4 handed. 

3ft. Do, Vishnu 4 haudod. 



S3. Broilssc Shnsiuukha. 12 tuuujfed. 

40. Do. Kalyaua Sinidaramurli. 

41. Do. Yesoda Krishna, 

42. Dr*vi in special pos<'. 

43. Devi with hand broken. 

44. Udajavar Vaiehnaviie priest, 
4b. Somaakanda* 

46. Vishnu Durga. 

47, Raja fUjeswari. 

43. Subramonia. 

49. Devayani- 

50. Nammalwar. 

51. Krishna and 2 Gopis, 

52. Vishnu in sitting poster*. 

53. Surya. 

54. Devi. 

55. Musical instrument Dainaru- 

60. Standing Siva Bronze. 

67. Nat ninja with prabha. 

58. Bronlie Siva* 

50. Bronze Farvati. 

00. Bronze Parvati 2 handed 1 

61. Do. Brahma soat-sd« 

.62. Do. Devi. 

63. Do. M&haveorabhwlia. 

64. Bronze Siva seated. 

66. Bronze Vishnu standing. 

66. Do* Devi seated. 

67. Bronze Vishnu. 

68. Do. Natamja. 

63. Do. Pamli etunding. 

70. Dn. Nataraja with loo&t jam 

71. Do. Nataxajit, 

72. Do. Rama. 

73. Do. Lakshinane. 

74. Do. llauumau. 

76. Musical instrument \ ' Bruj, 

7fl. Do. Katyayaiiib veouii. 

77. Do, Moitrtiug. 
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Proceedings of the Government of Hls Highness the Maharaja 

of Tra vane ore. 


Bead 

The Administration Report of the Government Museum for the year 
1119 m. E- forwarded by the Officer in charge of Museums with hie letter 
No. 23|45 dated 22-1-1945. 

Order D. Dia. No. 419/46, Edn. dated Trivandrum 10th March 1945. 
Recorded. 


By order, 

G. Parambswaran Pillai, 

OhiejSecretary to Government. 


The Officer in charge of Mu Bennie. 
Prof. J. H, Cousins. 

The Press Room. 
















Fuom 

The Officer IN CHABOt 0? MosrTJMS 

TRlYANDRDSf. 

To 

The CbibF Skceetabt to Gotsbxmesw 
Turns uhoji. 

Sit, 


^ submit herewith the Administration Reuorfc of Hip Gn- 

▼or ament Museum for the year 1 m «. r. aS±lA% 

'““PMWy tawnier of Lhe Natural Hustorv specimens 

mlt PnlaCH lm S of the'Goveru- 

,, . t 't.utu have c:tuB to be io throe separate btuldlotra fl) the 
Mam museum bousing the sped mo ns of Indian arts aud cmfts r art! 

5 S r ik“srsr or* : ht ,“*r a — n«r «,.• 

OI me park, the art objects from Java and Bali and works of Lhe 

TrmohA^^p 1 ^* 41 ^ ^ SretosJav Roerich ; and (3) the Ehfluhu* 

B i oloce where the Natural History collections are eshibitod. 

Art Muteum. 


Attention was chiefly bestowed on Ihe temnl* car—‘WJW- 
bru» B h< (ixm. J.JmM.IA.pM.0 i„<f eihibiirf in'*. ncthlrlZ* 

?J?° S«5> r 0 " '» kou *» n®to» the miJns^emS 

figwee fiom the trie, d the "mlh ,A Jocal cen,eet r' me .f 
gaged for the work. He made all the "uali" fi™ ras ** n 'J V 

? ‘S' ’•"""‘ * SLltai flgfr , 5 w ™ 

a 1 k ^ 4 1 Slicncottach whero a temple ear. nearly the fame 

as the Padnunabhapncam "rath rm" Waging to the WlsaTtemSte 
was be^g dismantled. The pane is are intended to make a frieze 
BEoimd the wood carving wing. The figures were heavily coated with 
resinous matter and could not be set up without proper cleaning. Thu 
Director of Research of the iravancore University was consulted in 
this matter. Later id the year thePsi(lmauabhapnrfliij , ‘ , mt/(rtH/," showed 
« "O f •»».. ». Uar^nut E^^tSuT™»S? 
^ “ Y I ; ° T ' r '* 11 ASC “ “ d t!,Crc h “ 5 bc “ «■ fattber troubie i„l 

On the wall facing the "r.iMfW n panel of Gaia Lakshmi which 
r 3 «“*** ** *be central hall of the Zwm Z ££ 

A group of small carvings ropreaeutiug “Ifiahis" and "Devi^ ,r W V« 
mounted below the Gaja Lakahiuf in two vertical aeries at each end 
of the panel and t0 the centre a typical Malabar column and capital 
Op the upposde wall another senes of wood carvings of floral and 
3aL gnB attractively mounted on two teak wood boards was 

In the lamp section, the awe devoted to indigenous lamps was 
rearranged by the Art Adviser to Government and on his summation 
the case wa» provided with rod cloth background uniformly vnth U> 6 


i 


test nf thr show caws and the lamps tastefully displayed. Rearrange¬ 
ments of the contents of the Musical instruments case and the ad* 
jficont Astamasgalyam ease wore also carried out during the year* 

Another important item of work taken up during the year w« 
the netting up of all the large bronze image? and their exhibition on 
hoitabL* pedestals. Thr suggestion of having rows of images on bench 
pedes tula was discarded and separate psdeatale to suit tsnch imago 
were designed and made in leak wood at the P, W. JJ. Workshops. 
Although of different ab;e&, die pedestals were nude of the name 
height 2* 2" which brought the object resting on them within eye 
level of the average observer. To .he 'God of Destruction 1 & plaster 
model of Siva as destroyer, presented by Min D. P, Roy Choudhirj, 
Principal, Madras School of Art-, a high pedestal in btoakwood of 
special design was provided. 

Th« Museum Draftsman was deputed towards the doe? cl the 
yp;i r to Sue hind ruin temple to prepare plitsier casta of the figures 
round the Chempakaraman mantapaw. These figures are in panels 
about three feet long and a foot high, and are intended to form a frieze 
fur the metal anil stone sculpture corridors of the museum. Among 
the additions to the hi us am during the year wore : a plaster model of 
the 'God of Dee tract ion’ by Mr, D. P. Koy Choudh in referred to 
above; a stone image of Vishnu 1' G" hi^h collected by Idrue 
E, Ifiliiksttta Pill:ii T Trivandrum from Neyyattinksira and a beautiful 
bronze image of G&jaisndavamnrLt 8" high. 

.1/wrfU n Anm.rn, 

The fiat leather figures of the Wavang Kulit, or Javanese shadow 
play were rearranged and neatly fixed by means of metal tacks, On 
a red background the figures now stand out prominently and have be¬ 
come a popular attracti on in the building. The collection of Ceylonese 
masks were renmn^d on (he wall above the Wavang Kulit case. 
Another collection of B times* musks which overcrowded a pillar case 
was completely rearranged in two show cases and tastefully displayed 
ay the AG Advisor Lo Government. The plaster and paper moulds of 
the costs from Pratubsnan and Borobodur wore received from the 
School of Arts, Trivandrum where they had been kept for sometime, 
and are now stored on the balconies of the main museum building. 
The costume of the Balinese girl dancer which was gutting bleached 
l>y light was retouched by the Superintendent of the School of Arts. 

Sh*nlurt.ugho>n Palace Mitstum. 

Building, Tim annual maintenance work was attended to by the 
Paiuvsga Manumit Engineer. The space between the roof and the top 
edge of the wall was closed up to prevent tbo entrance or pigeons aud 
other birds that got into the banding, mid moving among the rafters, 
dislodged litlie pebble* and other matter and caused damage to show 
esses. 


S 


i 


CoUeeiicm. The installation of the exhibits in the various sect¬ 
ions of thi uinsoura received thl; chief attention of the steff- Mivny of 
thfi show cases needed minor repairs and adjust incuts and these were 
dona by a carpenter deputed from the P. \V. D. Workshops. After 
the exhibits were installed in their places, the work of labelling waa 
started. The plaster casts of the whale shark, False killer-whale and 
the collection of dolphin* had suffered slight damage in transit. Tbo 
Draftsman attended to this work and repaired and repainted all the 
damaged spnciioene. The dreea on the models of tbs woman and 
Dancing girl which were soiled ami untidy was r«nrwcd, A life sire 
model of Malarpuandaram, on a of the Hill tribes of Truvnncorp, was 
ulJed to the Ethnological collections where similar mod eh of the 
I'anda pulaya, Earn nnd Mutuvan are already represented 

Visitors. 

Statistics of visitors to the Museum are included in Lho appendix, 
Parties.nl school children, ocouta and university students visited the 
Museum in large is umbers. The senior zoology students of the uni¬ 
versity college, Trivandrum, made a iwn*diy tour of the Sbanku- 
niughotu Palace museum, going through the collections and taking notes 
ou the exhibits arranged tare, A puny of atudoni b from the Geological 
department of the Presidency College, Madias also visited the Mnsnum 
and examined the collect ions of rocks and minerals with great interest. 
Among the prominent visitors, mention may be made of II H, the 
Jam gohfb of Nawaun^ar, Sit Maurice Gwycr, Sir Sultan Ahmed, and 
other distinguished State Guests, 

£d»c(ifton'iA 

Members of the Mileeum stoff to'k very opportunity to explain 

the objects to the visitors who showed interest in the collection!!. The 
service was extended tu individual! as well as to parties of (school 
children. A research student of the. Marine Biology Department who 
was working on the Decapod Fauna of Travancorc was given every 
facility 4o examini; the collections in tho Museum, 

Yours faithfully, 

H. Vasjodsva Pouuyal, 

Officer in charge of Museums. 
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ArPENDJX A. 


Statement of Jtcctifts 

and Exptnditrir? 

during J11& Jlf. E. 




Ra. 

Ciu 

0. 

RJU'krpia 

tii 

40 

0 

0 

Kxp BNTJLT U U E 





Salaries 

Ml 

1,527 

0 

0 

Establishment 

4M 

4,617 

0 

0 

Allowance 

*#4 

104 

0 

0 

Onttngflnciefi 

-» 

6,165 

0 

0 

Total 


14,608 

0 

0 


APPENDIX 15. 

List (f/BoIidttyv f»r the iTuscttm, 


1. All MoDdiyB, 

!i. J’Mrii Oraijn Day, 

Birthday of H. £i, tbu Maharaja. 
4. Temple Entry Prockin at ton Bay. 
If. New Ycm Bay. 

6. ViHho. 


t 

APPENDIX 0. 

Statistic* if visitors to Iht during ill ). 


1. Tola I number of visitors to the Art Museum 1 5^483 

2, Tot'i] number of vieii^rii to the Rhankiimitithoiii 

Palace Museum ... 271.405 

Largest Dnmhm- ox visitors on one day l# - 12.^51 

4* SmalJout numb or nf on one day ^ jjy, 
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APPENDIX d. 

L*j( oj addition* tn the Musaan during U19 M, E. 


J. Violin with bow. 

2. Modal of Miriam pond oram. 

Bronte Imago of Gfliatundavamiirti. 


4. 

Bto^o iXflflKO of Nuturaja, 

6. 

Isrow-o imajifl of Siva standing with 

6. 

Do. 

Vishnu Leatod. 

7. 

Do, 

Lakshini basted. 

8. 

Do. 

Agftsty & seated. 

0. 

Do. 

Bonum&n, 

10. 

Do. 

Vennfopala. 

UL 

Do, 

Garudaiana Krisbut. 


13. Stone Vishnu standing, 

15 + P&rc^ of wood earring firotsi Kl*DE*d (ampin* 


U. 

Bronze Man gain Davi, 


16 . 

Do- Inoenw ela n d* 


16 . 

Do. Scout sprinkler. 


f* - -> 

of* 

-?i 1 





*c At 1 
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GOVERNMENT OF TRAVANCORE 



ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

OF THE 


GOVERNMENT MUSEUM 


1120 M. E. 

I *t M H* H 


tmm drum ; 

- H¥ urn* i*ovi;j«{wi;sT vkv **, 

me 









PrtCcwUnw o» thi Government of HU tUtboess the 
Mdtifjja of TrivftHcor*, 


i r 


flood :— 

naOw^SffiSfi? 11 n ?°A °V h * G ^™ent M UM um fortbe Jen 
tie fetter No i^SdStltm iU Cim ™ 0t 

Cider i>, Die, No, M 7 /«/Wn. dated let April iB 4 fl* 

Trivondrum, 

Recorded* 


By order, 

M. PAOMAKiilU Fit, r, at , 
Sectary u> Goeem^j*#. 


The Officer ?u Charge of Atusetune- 
Professor J, H. Conning, 

Tho Frew Boom. 


CENTRAL * liAKOLonicif; 
LIBRARY M \£W DELHI, 


Auc. Mo 
D*t*..... 
Call No.. 


i£ 2 _ . 

^-"L— Y~ *i'it . 

,.\,X9..rfy. 


WJT^ 









FllOM 


Tin; Omcirii in ohahov of Muskuhs 
Tkitajiueuu, 

Tub BEOistiun, Huzuh, Secretariat, 
TrIVANDEUMv 


Sir* 

I teg 1to submit herewith the Administration Deport of the Gov. 
ermnent Museum for the year U30 M . B , (101 J ig A . p,j. 

^"IrEKfuoli'ow. 


iH-ft -^e Museum 114 Tn yand rum has a coot in nous history from about 
. ia ?» and Jiw saocwfoily emerged from ha formative stages into a 
public gallery functioning is a great edncatiomilcentru. Daring Hi* 
year under report, the Museum did iU beet to demonstrate the eijw. 
tiyen^a of visual education by assembling a nd displaying materials of 
aUiatU; luttreat in the main museum building within the Pubpc 
Gardena The Museum is nol now regarded is a collection of curio. 

;™‘ , h IS fi f V° R ** 1 UB0faI of popular education, It baa 

fulfilled a two-fold .inly to the students and to the general ,mfclie n 
has stimulated the curiosity of the people, the gratification of which 
his touded to increase their knowledge. It has algo enlarsod th , 
miflds of the visitors by multiplying theic Interest, trained their Wins 
and tvnrtod t) develop In them an appreciation of th« beautiful Th* 
Museum has this provided a means of recreation and intellectual and 
aesthetic eujoym.ut. A« an instrument of general education and 
cu tmiNl wereatna, the Crivnudium Museum has functioned with 
uongpiouona utility, and the public recognition of Its usefuluesa and 
value h barns out and tmlntaiuod by th* figure of attendance, 

Vititon, 


Among the distinguished visitors to the Museum were II E the 
Viceroy aud Lady Wavell, H. E. the Commander in Chief and U H 
the Msbarajg of Eaparthala. The total number o! v inf tors to the 
Museum during the year was 3117,102. The largest number on nav 
one day was 13,94? and smallest 589, The war exhibition that wa* 
held at Trivandrum during Decern her 11541 was o*e of unprecedented 
magnitude on# drew large crowds from all over the country. They 
avfcilad thin opportunity to see the Moscc'C nho during their visit to 
the capital. 


Platter Coits, 

Early in the year, th* Draftsman returned from Sucbindrum 
where he was deputed to prepare plaster in ode Is of certain sculptures 
in the temple for exhibition in the Museum. The following casts that 
he made from Suchjnrhum or.* now on exhibition in the Museum, 

0. I*, T, m 3*$, 


1 <TtiA»«xifjni* —a'fi'xfl'. 8abtam«oI| seated on peacock wuh 

Ttvfoda pone respectively. ... 

2 'lVi*ifrra*i<t —I'l’ni 1 . Crowned and draped figar* With 8 
hmds Standing oa light feat planted crec' on the ground and the jeft 
ip. r hJted high in the air, the hands on the right carrying respective y 
lh! Sw* di«a» .woh «<1 cl*. Kbit, the M* *• "miUc o*.. 
holding the boW. COttoh and discus, the top nest hand pointing 
skywards. Sear the right foot is the wV*a %«® of Snkmchirja 
whose right hand is engagei in rubbing. the right cy« while ch>W lj 
the left foot «« two figures the taller of wbiah « piucing wa« out 
of ft Routed vessel into a pot held by the shorter figure aim* whom 
la bald an umbrella. 

3. The third piece iti this section is a Vishmi 3^ 

on Mb vehicle Gamda. Vishnu has four hands, the npp« right and 

]elt carrying tbs discus and conch respectively, while the lower right 

is in the abhaya pose, the left going round thff waist of his oonflori 
who U tested on his left thigh. Two celesnals ride on cloud* behind 
Viskna'a lieitfi- 

Besides the three figares mentioned above casts were made from 
the plinth of the mantapa inside the temple. The fignrt* are grouped 
in nanets 2’6’ x 8* round the base on the outerside of the inautapa. 
They illustrate the boyhood of Krishna, the story ^ ukaufcg* 
Dasavatant, Valli Bwayamwa etc. The friezes relate to the following 
stories and episodes. 


1. Kfi$hn(t L«fo. 

1. Tootana Moksha. 

2. Dance of Krishna and Gopis. 

3. Krishna going to Kamsa’s court, 

4. Krishna destroying a demon. 

5 . Krishna as Vencgopd, 

(j. Govaidhanodhara. 

7. Pa’flzhiaiMhana, 

8. Chakatasur* vndha. 

It, Krishna destroying Kukkulnsura, 
19, Bn sa treed a. 

11. KuheerapahaMoa. 

12 . Kamsa vsdha. 

13 . Kaliya murdhana, 

14 i 15. Gajcndramoksha. 


II. Dasuvacara, IG, 17 and 18, 

III. Harken da mokshu IP, 

IV. The daoca of Natamj* -30. 

V. Batiwiruharu 21, 

VL VallifiwayamvBii 22, 23 and 24, 
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Claning and rearrangement. 

Four large wooden carvings of Brahma, Vishnu, Narasimha and 
Siva obtained last year from the Tiruvattar temple and email pieces of 
wood carving from the Klangad temple car were covered with dust 
dirt and oil. Their cleaning was an urgent necessity and presented a 
difficult problem because the work demanded considerable skill and 
care. They were thoroughly cleaned by the Museum Taxidermist by 
soaking them in a solution made after a recipe obtained from Mysore 
by Dr. J. H. Cousins. After being thoroughly cleaned, the small 
pieces from the Klangad temple wfere fitted on the Batha exhibited in 
the Museum gallery. 

Considerable time was 'devoted to the rearrangement and proper 
display of the exhibits in the Museum. This was done uuder the 
guidance of Dr. Cousins, the Art Adviser to the Government of Tra- 
vancore. The plaster cast collections were divided into two series 
those from the Padmanabhaswami temple were arranged in a separate 
show case while those from the 8uchindruru temple were displayed 
tastefully in an adjoining case. The red cloth covering the balcony 
was renovated. The bronze images that were exhibited in the central 
hall were rearranged round the Mantapa. The plaster cast of 
Anantasayana was removed to the ladder case. The lamp cases were 
provided with a background of red cloth which now serves to show off 
the exhibits to great advantage. 

Restoration. 

The work on the Batha exhibited in the northern gallery of the 
Museum has been going on since last year. An experienced workman 
deputed by the lanivagai Engineer was engaged in replacing all the 
“yali” figures. Besides the “yalis” other decorative designs were also 
made and fitted by him. The carved pieces from the Klangad temple car 
were next fitted on to the Batha in their appropriate places. As some 
of them were not of suitable size for the topmost tier of the Batha, 
fresh ones were made and fitted. Almost all the figures and demrative 
designs are now complete except for the fitting up of the wheels, and 
attention to a few minor details. In this state it would serve to show 
the visitor to the Museum a perfect example of Travancore crafts* 
man ship. 

New Guide. 

With the transfer of the Natural History specimens to the Sanku- 
mukham Palace, the existing guide to the Museum based on the old 
arrangement was fonnd to be inapplicable to the present collections. 
Dr. J. H. Cousins prepared therefore a new guide to the Art Mnseum. 
This is a short account of the Museum and serves to guide the average 
visitor through galleries acd draw his attention to the more note* 
worthy of the objects. It is printed on art paper and is distributed 
free to visitors. Besides the guide to the museum, a small catalogue 
of the metal images is also available. 
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Natural History Museum. 

The collection of natural history hoased in the Sankumukham 
palace receive! unremitting attention and care^ On acojuui of the 
Great humidity prevalent in the place and the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies due to war conditions, the bsst that was done by the staff was 
still inadequate. It is a struggle against olds because the brine 
charged air of the place spelling ruin t j tbe specimens always remains 
as a serious menace. 


The large collection of borne* and heads wai c imuletely over, 
hauled during the year. They are now laid out on the floor and will 
be set up on the walls as soon as facilities are available. Similarly 
the collection of effigies representing the various castes and tribes of 
Travancore was aUo overhauled, renovated and rearranged. 


Yours faithfally, 

R- Vasudeva Podtjval, 
Officer in charge of Museu m, 
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APPENDIX A. 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure during 1120 M. E. 

Ra. Cb. 0. 

Receipts 10q q 0 

Expenditubb 14,487 0 0 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


APPENDIX B. 

List of holidays for the Museum for 11S0 M, E. 
All Mondays. 

Thiru Onam Day. 

Sri Narayaoa Gura Swami Samadbi Day. 

Birthday of H. H. the Maharaja. 

Temple Entry Proclamation Day 
Opening day of War Exhibition. ’ 

Vishu. 

Pallikkettu festival days and Victory Day. 
Birthday of Princess. 


APPENDIX C. 


List of noteworthy additions to the Museum during 1120 M. E. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

7 

8 


■^4 . 

Vasantayil Vala, Odyanam, 


Two pieces of ancient embroidered cloth. 

Gold plated ornaments—Vanki, V 
Swastik vala and Atnkkavala. 

Vishnu in Soapstone. 

Bronze image of Kali. 

Bronze image of Siva, 

Sadha UdavRl ' VettuTal ' Veechuval and 


Buddha standing Image in stone. 

Bronze image of Subramonia on peacock. 
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